Paradise Honors High School

Course Syllabus and Guidelines for Algebra I – Mrs. Pozzi- Room F-111
 
WORK PHONE:
 623-455-7443

EMAIL:

 spozzi@paradiseschools.org

OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday and Friday         2:35 pm – 3:30 pm


Please make an appointment if you need to meet with me outside these times.

Course Description

Welcome to Algebra I and Paradise Honors High School.   I am looking forward to working with all of you this semester.  

Together we will be learning more about why Algebra IS important to you, and how it CAN be useful for your education and in the real world.


 Algebra I is a full year algebra course which has no prerequisite.  All students at PHHS are required to take and pass Algebra I.  This mathematics class allows you to master key Algebra concepts to prepare you for taking Geometry and Algebra II.  Your success in this class will depend largely on how much effort you put into each class session, whether you consistently do daily practice assignments, as well as the preparation and study time you spend at home.  


We will cover a large amount of material this semester, adding to what you have already learned and know.  It will be to your advantage to keep your notes and paper handy for review and reference.  In addition, there are classroom expectations and procedures that have been put in place for the purpose of your success.   Adherence to our plan will ensure that our classroom has an environment conducive to learning.  Please pay particular attention to the following information. 

 Algebra I students are expected to:

· Read mathematical problems actively and critically
· Write effective solutions to problems and projects

· Present solutions to problems effectively

· Use a variety of appropriate resources including the computer and calculator to solve mathematical problems

· Employ multiple critical and creative thinking strategies in reasoning and problem solving

· Demonstrate a knowledge and appreciation of how mathematics can be used outside the mathematics classroom

· And meet all of the course objectives listed below

Course Objectives
The student will be able to: 

· Apply and demonstrate the different way numbers are represented and used in the real world

· Determine the effects of operations on numbers and the relationships among these operations

· Select appropriate operations, and compute for problem solving

· Write and solve single and multi-step equations including real-world applications

· Explain how rates and ratios are similar or different

· Use rates and ratios to model and solve real-life problems

· Articulate under what conditions a relation is a function

· Describe, analyze, and generalize a wide variety of patterns, relations, and functions

· Display representations of a functions (equations, graphs, and tables)

· Connect representations of a function in a real world context and communicate mathematical thinking

· Solve systems of equations using various methods

· Use inequalities in an applied application to solve/evaluate real world data

· Identify, graph and analyze an exponential growth and decay function

· Apply various types of factoring methods to solve real-world problems

· Graph, analyze and solve quadratic equations

· Explain the concept of radical functions as applied to Geometry

· Explain the concept of rational functions as applied to a specific real-world situations

· Find probabilities of simple and compound events

· Analyze, create, display and interpret data using statistical methods
 
Internet Access
 I have a homepage on the Internet.  http://mrspozzi.weebly.com 

This page will contain a course specific section on which important dates are posted, review material, an online copy of the course syllabus, and links that will be helpful and interesting to you.  Be sure to visit this page regularly.  Email can be sent to me at spozzi@paradiseschools.org
 You are expected to bring the following materials to class every day:
· Low Odor whiteboard marker (dark color)

· Pencils and Eraser

· Paper
· Graph Paper

· One Inch or One and a Half Inch Binder (exclusively for math) – This will remain in the classroom
· Scientific Calculator
· Reading Book of your choice

Optional Items:  These items are used daily in all classes and appreciated throughout the year! 
· Kleenex
· White Board Markers
· Sanitizer
Attendance and Arrival Procedures
Class begins at 7:20am and ends at 8:13am.  I will arrive at the gate closest to the front office at 7:18am to escort the students to the classroom.  The gates of the school remain locked until 7:45am, so if a student is not at the gate on time, they will be locked out until administration opens them at 7:45am.  PECMS will be handling consequences for tardies, which begin after 3 tardies.  If a student arrives to class at 7:45am or later, the student will be marked absent for that class day.  If a student receives 9 or more absences in one semester, they will forfeit credit for that semester.
Independent Practice
Individual practice is very important when learning mathematics.  Independent Practice may come in the form of classwork or homework assignments and will be given daily and will often be graded. Grades will range from “10” to “0”.  A “10” indicates that you attempted all problems (work shown) and got most of them correct. A “0” indicates you did not do your assignment, missed an assignment and did not make it up, or made very little attempt.  
 
 Late Work
Late work is defined as any work completed and turned in after a designated due date. Late work will be accepted up to TWO DAYS AFTER THE DESIGNATED DUE DATE FOR THE WORK in accordance with the PHHS handbook. Extended time may be given due to extenuating circumstances. 
However, NO LATE WORK will be accepted one week prior to the end of the quarter. 
Students will receive credit for work as follows:

	Worked turned in on time
	Full earned credit

	Work turned in one day late
	75% of earned credit

	Work turned in two days late
	50% of earned credit

	Work turned in three or more days late
	0% of earned credit


Absences
INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
It is YOUR responsibility to check with the teacher regarding any missed work due to an absence.  Do this ONLY before class, after class, or during independent practice.  
If you are out of class based on an excused absence, you will have one day to complete the missing assignment(s) for each day that you are absent.  

UNIT TESTS/ QUIZZES

If you are out of class based on an excused absence you will have one day to complete the Test or Quiz for each day that you are absent.  .  The make-up test or quiz will most likely be during your regular math class, but may require sometime after school, and will be different than the original.  Please arrange in advance to stay after school.  Any test or quiz not taken within this time frame will be given a grade of Zero.
Grading Policy
The grades that you earn in this class will be based on how you do in each of the three categories, which are weighted as follow:

 Summative Assessment

60%
--- Unit Tests

--- Quizzes

Formative Assessment

25%
--- Projects

---Individual Practice

---Group Work 
Semester Final Exam

15%

General Classroom Behavior
· You are expected to respect and value yourself, your school environment and the diversity of the PHHS community. 

· You are expected to contribute to classes and work cooperatively whenever the situation requires. 

· You are expected to come to class prepared and you are responsible for all missing work

· Bullying of any kind is not permitted in this classroom

· You are expected to use pencil and show work for all mathematics on homework, class work, projects, tests and quizzes

· You are to be in your assigned seat when the bell rings.  Otherwise you are late which may result in a detention.

· The bell does not dismiss the class.

· No eating or drinking in the classroom, except for water.
 Extra Help
If you are having trouble with any material, you are expected to seek extra help from me.  Since it is difficult to get back to the high school to arrange tutoring before 3:30pm, most help will have to be in class or from one of the math teachers at PECMS.  Email is always another option available if there are questions regarding the material.
It’s going to be a great year!  I am very excited to have you all in my class!
STUDENT AND PARENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:

We have read and understand the classroom rules and procedures as outlined in Mrs. Pozzi’s syllabus.  We also agree upon the criteria needed for a well organized and successful classroom experience that is conducive to learning for all.

____________________________________________________________________________
Student Name (Print)

                Period #

___________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature

                     Date

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name (Print)



____________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature

                     Date

I prefer to be contacted by:

   Email: ____________________________________________________________________

   Phone: ____________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian:  Please initial if materials have been provided for the student.  The student must have all supplies by Friday, August 5, 2016.
______Low Odor whiteboard marker (dark color)
______
Pencils and Eraser
______
Paper
______
Graph Paper

______
One Inch or One and a Half Inch Binder (for math)
______Scientific Calculator
______
Reading Book of your choice
OPTIONAL ITEMS FOR THE CLASSROOM:  Appreciated throughout the year!
· Kleenex

· White Board Markers

· Sanitizer

Please sign and return by Friday, August 5, 2016.
Mrs. Pozzi’s 
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A	   90%	-100%


B	   80	-89


C	   70 	-79


F	     0    	-69
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